Wonderland in Croatia: Difficult Circumstances

Every curatorial approach proposes a topic derived from individual contributions which have a potential to prompt common discourse. In the case of Croatia, local circumstances play a fundamental role in giving an insight that helps understand the relational aspects in the work of the selected teams. In other words, the boldest and most interesting way to understand current architectural production in Croatia is by portraying the circumstances from which individual responses find solutions to common issues. 

These circumstances, though frequently the result of a long and continuing difficult transition process, have local manifestations and unintended consequences that can be read on a more general scale as well, and therefore become the subject of discussion from different points of view. The exhibit provides an opportunity to debate about the necessity of developing strategies for our profession to overcome some of the basic handicaps of such transition problems.

At present, one of the most interesting, yet problematic physical manifestation of these phenomena is the production of a “mass of urban fabric” characterized mainly by housing which is haphazardly followed by traffic routes, infrastructure, landscape, nodes and landmarks, shopping and cultural areas, etc. The appearance is that of an atomized and pixilated cityscape which sometimes produces doubtful effects. In this sense, housing and the lacking complementary requirements, along with the homogeneous fabric that follows, probably presents the most instrumental case to portrait and discuss the problem. 

One of the possibilities for the workshop would be to follow the existing patterns of additive implementation, but with an agenda. For instance, to provide programmatic and legislative solutions in order implement mechanisms of punctual intervention in the consolidated urban fabric as well as in its extension (which would amount to accumulating a critical mass of urban dimensions and a more coherent “metropolitan” effect through repetition). Fight fire with fire, so to speak.
