Wonderland Holland

11 EX-PATS
or

88 REASONS TO STAY IN HOLLAND

11 expatriated architectural offices that have chosen the Netherlands as their voluntary exile show 88 aspects of their work at Schiphol.

What are these offices that were all established in the post-90s up to now? How do they operate in the given situation? What are their economic and creative strategies? How do the architectural origins of these immigrants influence today’s Dutch architecture? How alien is their work? Or how Dutch have they become? And what on earth are they still doing here?

These and other questions are evoked by the team-selection criteria and the choice of Schiphol as location for the Dutch Wonderland exhibition. The title ‘11 EX-PATS or 88 REASONS TO STAY IN HOLLAND’ prompts a reading of the exhibition beyond a mere documentation of the wide spectrum of architectural production and refers to the specific empowering Dutch context. This context spans a wide range of possible interpretations that put things in a broader perspective, from sentimental to economic, from pragmatic to ecstatic. 

The teams participating are encouraged to individually interpret the curatorial concept and to present, reorganize, reproduce their work in a critical and direct way, demonstrating the potentially different and ‘culturally critical’ stance they take toward the changing conditions of the society that they live and work in. This will formulate a possible, if not compulsory, stance to take for the contemporary European architect, and will, one may expect, result in a positive view from the ‘outside-within’ on the Netherlands of today.
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